FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

May 12, 2010
Washington Printmakers Gallery announces:
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Present Water:
Micro and Macro
June 1-27
Artists’ Talk and Film Screening: Thursday, June 3, 2010, 12:00-2:00pm
Artist Reception with Introduction by Guest Speaker James I. Gadsden, Former US Ambassador to Iceland: Saturday, June 5, 2010, 2:00-5:00 pm
Silver Spring, MD – Present Water: Micro and Macro explores the aqueous work of Rosemary Cooley and Tjelda vander Meijden. Cooley’s micro-examination of water is informed by its calligraphic renderings in the art of China, which she visits frequently, as well as the miniscule creatures one sees in water studied under a microscope.  The images that result are meditative and calming.
Cooley’s quietly reflective art is contrasted by the environmentally urgent imagery of vander Meijden’s macro-examination of water.  In this work, vander Meijden treats water more as a place than an object, with geographical coordinates as titles of multiple pieces. Vander Meijden has travelled to some of the world’s most isolated places, including the Antarctic Peninsula and Terra de Fuego in Argentina, in order to record many of her images.
Rosemary Cooley has spent over 15 years living part-time in South Africa, Asia, and South America, where she has taught both secondary and college level art as well as exhibited.  While in Shanghai, Ms. Cooley studied with Ink Painting Master Wang Jie Yin.  This method of painting, prevalent in Present Water, is based on capillary action and thus an appropriate media for art focusing on water.  When not travelling around the world, Ms. Cooley resides in the Washington, DC area.
Tjelda vander Meijden has established herself as both a plein air painter and master printmaker, lecturing at the University of Iceland, Akureyri School of the Arts, and South Carolina’s Governor’s School for the Arts, as well as serving on the Halsey Institute of Contemporary Art Advisory Board and Printmaking Council of New Jersey.  Ms. vander Meijden currently resides in South Carolina.
About Washington Printmakers Gallery

Washington Printmakers Gallery is a cooperative print gallery which relocated to Pyramid Atlantic Art Center in Silver Spring, MD in February 2010.  Current membership stands at 36 regional and national artists.  Founded in 1985, the Gallery is the DC area’s primary source for contemporary, artist-pulled fine art prints. Current Gallery hours are: Tuesday through Thursday, Noon - 6 pm, Friday, Noon - 7 pm, Saturday, 10 -5 pm, and Sunday, Noon - 5 pm. 
Attached Images: Splash, Rosemary Cooley, woodcut, 12x21.5 inches, 2008.


Present Water, Tjelda vander Meijden, split-fountain monoprint, 11x17 inches, 2010.
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