FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

November 11, 2011
Washington Printmakers Gallery Presents
[image: image1.jpg]



Field of Vision
Martha Oatway, Tracy Hill
Two Printmakers, Ten Walks, Two Countries
30 November – 31 December
Opening Reception: Saturday, December 3, 1-4 pm
WPG Holiday Party: Sunday, December 11, 1-4 pm
Silver Spring, MD – WPG member artist Martha Oatway spent the past two years in Lancashire, UK, where she met Tracy Hill, the senior printmaking technician at the University of Central Lancashire.  The two printmakers’ passion for walking developed into a project – two printmakers taking ten walks in two countries—and Field of Vision was born.

Field of Vision  became a friendship, an exploration of another’s country as well as one’s own, and an exchange of ideas on seeing and walking the landscape.  During the year long project Martha and Tracy did five walks in Lancashire and Tracy traveled to Washington to do five walks with Martha here.  Planning these walks, both Martha and Tracy became very aware of the role of the map.  Tracy says of the maps and resulting work: “When beginning the project … I always began with the map, this raised the question for me about how much information was left off the map. Were we just following someone else's path or walk and should we create our own map and walks? Time is a really the main element in this new work. The geology of place reveals worlds which we have never known yet they are worlds to which we inextricably linked.”  These ideas, and others, are explored in the prints exhibited at WPG in December, and also at the Harris Museum in Preston, UK, in February 2012.
Martha Oatway is a member artist and current president of WPG.  Her work has been exhibited extensively across the region and internationally. Her work is included in the collections of NIH, Georgetown University, Bates College Museum of Art, Booz Allen Hamilton, and others.  Now that her time in the UK is finished, she splits her time between Pittsburgh, PA and Washington, DC.  Tracy Hill is the senior print technician at the University of Central Lancashire.  She has exhibited internationally at venues in the UK, Bulgaria, Serbia, India, and the US.  As a prize-winner at the Warrington Contemporary Arts Festival, her work was recently installed in the collection of the Warrington Museum. 
About Washington Printmakers Gallery

Washington Printmakers Gallery is a cooperative print gallery which relocated to Pyramid Atlantic Art Center in Silver Spring, MD in February 2010.  Current membership stands at 33 regional and national artists.  Founded in 1985, the Gallery is the DC area’s primary source for contemporary, artist-pulled fine art prints. Current Gallery hours are: Wednesday and Thursday, Noon - 6 pm, Friday, Noon - 7 pm, Saturday, 10 -5 pm, and Sunday, Noon - 5 pm. 

Image Credit: Left: “Dangerfield Island” by Martha Oatway, Right: “Foot Squares 1” by Tracy Hill.
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